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      Themes are linked with the Christian calendar and are depicted by colours; each season has a colour and change with the pattern of Worship as shown below 

 

Colour Season Mood When used 

White  Joy and  Rejoice Christmas, Easter, Epiphany, Ascension, All Saints 

Purple Thinking deeply and waiting 
Advent 

Lent 

Green A time to grow 
Ordinary days 

(not celebrations) 

Red 
Sad times and certain 

Joyful times 
Ordinary days (not celebrations 
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Colour 

6.9.2021 Theme: A New Beginning  

Readings: Exodus chapter 3 verses 1-15  

Preparation  

Have available copies of some of the things you create or remind 
people of at the beginning of a new school year – school rules and 
class rules, the school prayer, names of any new staff on the screen 
etc.  

A photograph of a bush on fire or a forest fire would be helpful.  

This part of the story of Moses can be found on You Tube e.g. as an 
extract from the "Prince of Egypt" and you may like to use this instead 
of telling the story yourself.  

Introduction  

Here we are at the beginning of a new school year. There are many 
things we have got to try and remember from last July, and some 
things we have got to learn that are new. Ask pupils for examples from 

Value of 
Hope 

Value of Hope Value of Hope Value of Hope  Green 

Rosh Hashanah (6-8 
September) 

International Literacy 
Day (8 September) 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar/Info/background1.shtml
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/JewishNewYear/template_cdo/aid/671869/jewish/When-Is-Rosh-Hashanah-in-2019-2020-2021-2022-2023-2024-and-2025.htm
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/international-literacy-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/international-literacy-day


both categories – show them the examples you have collected. 
Mention particularly people who are new to the school, especially if 
they have come to a new job. Of course, there will also be all the new 
pupils to welcome also.  

The Message  

There are times in our lives when we start a new stage. You are all 
starting a new year at school, you will be learning new things and have 
new challenges to meet. The adults are making a new start too – they 
have to learn all about their new class, and what it is like to work with 
you (even if some pupils remain the same, all classes will have 
changes).  

Today’s story is about someone God called to make a big change in his 
life – and, unlike you here today, who expected to be here, it was a 
great surprise to him.  

Our hero is Moses. He used to be a prince in Egypt, but he ran away 
when he killed someone by mistake. He was an Israelite, and his 
family and all the people from his country were slaves in Egypt. After 
Moses left Egypt he got married, and he was living quietly with his 
wife and family – he was working as a shepherd.  

One day Moses was out looking after the sheep when he saw a bush 
on fire. What usually happens if a bush or tree catches fire? Here you 
can pause to show the images of forest fires and talk about theses and 
what Moses might have been expecting. How long do you think you 
would have to wait for a bush to burn up? I think a bush would not 
take very long at all to burn right up – perhaps that is why Moses 
stopped to watch. But as Moses watched, nothing seemed to be 
happening.... the bush just kept on burning.  

What would you have done next? Moses decided he needed to take a 
closer look because he could see that something strange was going 
on. When he got close to the bush a voice called his name: “Moses! 
Moses! Don’t come any closer! Take off your shoes, this is holy 
ground!”  

What a shock this was for Moses, but he knew at once that it wasn’t a 
talking bush he had seen, it was God trying to get his attention. He 
took off his shoes – that was what people did when they went into a 
special or holy place.  

 

What did God want? He had a job for Moses. He was sending him back 



to Egypt. Moses had escaped from Egypt, but back there all the 
Israelites were still trapped and having to work as slaves. God was 
sending Moses to get everyone else out and lead them to freedom.  

How would you have felt if this was to be your job? It would be a bit 
like one of the new children here today marching into the 
headteacher’s office and saying, “I’m taking all the other children now 
and leaving”. They would have to persuade the head it was right for 
everyone to go, and then they would have to persuade all the children 
to go as well. What would the rest of you say if one of the new 
reception children you didn’t know at all said, “come on, we are all 
going to move to a school in London, let’s start walking!” Pause here 
for a few suggestions based on the scenario and relate them to the 
story.  

You can begin to see how worried Moses was when God gave him his 
new job. How was he going to persuade the Israelites that he really 
had a message from God? How was he going to have the courage to 
speak up in front of the Pharaoh (king)? He could feel the panic rising!  

So God gave Moses his instructions: He told him what to say, and He 
told him who would help him – but He didn’t change his mind, Moses 
was the one He needed for this very important job. And Moses went.  

This is just the start of a very exciting story about Moses and the 
Israelites and their escape from Egypt. If you would like to find out 
what happened next, then you need a Bible or a Bible storybook.  

Moses had the courage to do a very difficult job indeed because he 
knew that God was with him all the way. We are all starting a new 
school year together. There will be good things to share, and for some 
of us there might be difficult things to get through as well, but God’s 
promise is that He will be with us all, just like He was with Moses.  

Prayer  

God our Father,  

We thank you for the promise that you will be with us wherever we 
are and whatever we do. Help us make a new start this term and to 
live the kind of life that you want us to do.  

Amen  

You may like to continue Moses' story for another day - what 
happened when he got to Egypt?  



 

 
13.9.2021 

Theme: Building Community  

Bible Reading: Matthew chapter 18 verses 15-20  

Preparation  

This section of Matthew's Gospel is all about community. These 
particular verses are about dealing with disagreements and about 
praying together. The first section (vss 15-18) speaks to us about 
dealing with someone who has done something wrong. The second 
section is one of the most famous Gospel passages about prayer, but 
it also reinforces the strength that is to be found in co- operation.  

Opening questions  

At the beginning of a new term and a new school year we need to 
remind ourselves about special rules or agreements we have about 
the way we behave in school and in our classrooms. What rules can 
you still remember from last term )or even last week!)? Did they work 
well? Should we use the same rules again or even create new ones? I 
wonder what you think is the best way for a class to decide what its 
rules or behaviour guidelines ought to be?  

[Encourage people to make suggestions.]  

Why is it really important to think about our school rules together - 
why not just get someone to make the decision for us and tell us what 
we should do?  

It is better to work together to decide the rules you will need to get 
along with each other. Working together usually produces a better 
result.  

But rules by themselves are not enough - sometimes things go wrong, 
and then you need to try and sort things out. In the New Testament, 
the Gospel writer Matthew tells us some of the things that Jesus said 
about this sort of thing. Listen to what he writes: 
[It might be a good idea to get someone else to read this out:]  

If someone does something wrong, go and speak to them alone first, a 
conversation just between the two of you. If the person who has done 
something wrong listens to you, the matter is finished and over with. 
But if the person does not listen, take one or two other people with 
you. If the matter can still not be settled, the whole community will 
need to know. And if the person will not listen to the community, it 

Community Community Community Community   Green 

• Jeans for Genes 
(begins 13 
September) 

International Day of 
Democracy (15 
September) 

https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/democracy-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/democracy-day


will be as though the person is outside the community.  

What does Jesus mean?  

Jesus went on to tell his followers to agree together about their 
prayers too. This is one of the most famous Christian teachings.  

In truth I tell you once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask for 
anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three meet in my name, I am there among them.  

This time Jesus is saying it is important not just to talk together, but to 
pray together too - and when we pray together, He is here with us.  

If you have a tradition of extempore prayer in your school, you may 
like to take this opportunity to offer a prayer opportunity now; 
alternatively you can reflect on the year to come:  

 

As we begin a new school year together, let's remember that we shall 
be much stronger if we work together, co-operating and listening to 
each other. And if we find there is a problem, let's try and sort it out 
quickly and quietly with a little fuss as possible, so we don't spoil our 
community.  

Finish with this prayer:  

Let us finish with the very famous prayer of St Francis. It is the kind of 
prayer that we can say over and over again, something that it is really 
good to know off by heart  

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us 
sow love, Where there is injury, pardon, 
Where there is doubt, faith,  

Where there is despair, hope, Where there is darkness, light, Where 
there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master,  

grant that I may not seek so much to be consoled as to console, Not so 
much to be understood as to understand, 
not so much to be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive,  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 



It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen  

Also this week you could think about rules and laws: Exodus chapter 20 
- the Ten Commandments; I Kings chapter 12-the proper way to lead 
people; Mark chapter 3 vss 1-6 - people are more important than laws 
for the sake of laws  

had his friend locked up until he could find the money.  

This terrible argument had taken place in public and a lot of people 
were worried by what they had seen. Very soon the king was told 
what had happened, and so he ordered his servant to come  

 

back to the palace and explain himself. “You are a wicked man” the 
king said to his servant “I forgave you a debt of hundreds of thousands 
of pounds just because you said you were sorry and asked to be 
forgiven. Didn’t you learn anything from this? Why didn’t you forgive 
your friend just like I forgave you?” The king was so angry that he 
changed his mind and sent his servant to prison until he could pay 
back the hundreds of thousands of pounds .... but he never did.  

Jesus told this story to help us understand something about God. In 
his story the king was like God because he had loved his servant and 
was ready to forgive his servant when he was asked. The king had 
hoped that his servant would be forgiving like him. There’s a line in 
the Lord’s Prayer where we ask God to forgive us the things, we have 
done wrong – can you remember it, and the important line that 
follows it?  

(forgive us our trespasses / sins as we forgive those who trespass / sin 
against us)  

Did you notice that it wasn’t just us asking God to be forgiven for what 
we had done wrong, but that we actually are saying something like 
“please treat us the same way we treat other people”? Is that a good 
idea I wonder? Do we want God to treat us like we treat other people, 
or are we actually hoping to be treated better than that? How do we 
show our love (or not) for other people? Something to think about / 
reflect upon!  

Prayer  

Use the Lord’s Prayer  

Also this week you could think about forgiveness: the story of Jonah; 



Luke chapter 19 vss 1-10 - Zacchaeus; Luke chapter 18 vss 9-14 - the 
Pharisee and the Tax-gatherer  

 
 

20.9.2021 Trinity 15 Colour Green  

Theme: A Detective Story  

Bible reading Philemon verses 1-21  

Preparation  

You will need: several books which the pupils will recognise as being 
mystery or detective books; a Bible: an envelope marked “To 
Philemon from Paul” with a letter inside.  

Introduction  

Who enjoys mystery or detective stories? Has anyone read the books 
you have on show? How far through the story did you get before you 
solved the clues and worked out how the story would end? Were you 
right?  

The Message  

(Show the assembly the letter to Philemon in the Bible) In the Bible, in 
the New Testament, there is a short letter which is rather like a 
mystery story. I am going to tell you what the letter is about, then I 
shall need you to guess what happened next.  

Almost 2,000 years ago a rich Christian got a letter from his friend the 
famous Christian leader Paul (whom we now know as St Paul – 
elaborate here if you wish). He was very surprised, because the letter 
was hand delivered by someone Philemon knew very well, his slave 
Onesimus. (You may wish to check pupils know what a slave is.) 
Onesimus had run away from Philemon some time ago, and Philemon 
had not been able to track him down. The letter told Philemon that 
Onesimus had now become a Christian and for the last few months he 
had been helping look after Paul, who was in prison.  

What was Philemon going to do with Onesimus now he had come 
back? In Roman times slaves who ran away from their masters were 
often treated very badly indeed, in fact their masters could arrange to 
have them crucified in public, as a warning to other slaves who were 
thinking of running away. Or should he just beat him and put him back 
to work like before? Paul’s letter had a different suggestion: he told 
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• Sukkot (begins 
20 September) 

• International Day 
of Peace (21 
September) 

• European Day of 
Languages (26 
September)  
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Philemon how useful Onesimus had been to him in prison, and how 
wonderful it was that Onesimus had become a Christian. This now 
meant that Philemon should treat Onesimus like a brother, and 
welcome him back to the family, perhaps even set him free for ever.  

This is where the letter ends. We don’t know what happened next. 
What do you think Philemon did?  

Take an opportunity to discuss with the children what they think the 
outcome of the story may be. Although we do not know what 
happened next it is probably safe to assume that Philemon followed 
Paul’s advice, otherwise the original letter would hardly have been 
kept, copied and circulated amongst the churches. Philemon would 
not have wanted everyone to know if he had ignored Paul! The key to 
the discussion is “What would a Christian do?”. Hopefully what the 
children have learnt about Christian teaching to date should lead them 
to think that Philemon ought to be kind, forgiving etc. However, with 
their very strong sense of justice you may well find a number of 
children advocating strong punishment for Onesimus’ crime! (This 
could be linked to your behaviour policy too – the idea of love the 
sinner but not the sin!)  

Whichever way the discussion tends, do finish it with a statement of 
the Christian position – that Paul taught very clearly that everyone 
was equal in the eyes of God and that all Christians should treat each 
other the same (Galatians chapter 3 verses 27-28). This is a lesson for 
us, to treat other people as we would wish to be treated ourselves.... 
It is also a good lesson with which to start a new school year.  

 

Prayer  

Thank God that we are all equal in His eyes. Pray that we remember 
this, and that we treat others as if, like us, they are all members of 
God’s special family.  

Taking the theme further this week, you could: look at some of the 
other key teachings from the letters of St Paul e.g. the armour of God 
Ephesians Chp 6 vss 10-20; we reap what we sow Galatians Chp 6 vss 
7-10; the gift of love I Corinthians Chp 13 vss 1-13  

 

27.9.2021 Trinity Colour: Green  

Theme: Puzzling Proverbs  

Gods 
Bounty 
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Black History 
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Thankfulness 
Black History 

 • Yom Kippur 
(begins 27 
September) 

• Sukkot ends (27 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4687/jewish/Yom-Kippur.htm


Reading: Ezekiel chapter 18 verses 2-3 Preparation  

Have available some decaying fruit or vegetables, or some seriously 
out of date food such as jam growing mould (or photographs if not 
available).  

Have some proverbs or country lore to display on the screen e.g. “a 
stitch in time saves nine” or “ a bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush”. You can find examples of these online at sites such 
as http://markewbie.weebly.com/proverbs.html Also have a copy of 
the sour grapes proverb 
(below). For the prayers you may like to follow the suggestion below 
for which you will need some scraps of paper, a match, and a fireproof 
wastepaper bin (or equivalent).  

Introduction  

Talk about how for hundreds of years people have passed down wise 
sayings called proverbs – children may have heard adults using them. 
Have a look at your chosen proverbs together and puzzle out what 
they might mean – you may like to offer a house point / prize for 
anyone who can interpret them, or who knows another proverb.  

The Message  

Now show your decaying food – invite some children up to come and 
comment on your examples. Ask what will happen to the person who 
eats the item. Obviously, it is very likely they will feel unwell, perhaps 
even have a serious stomach upset – something it is best not to test 
out!  

Now ask what the children think if you tell them that if “Jenny” eats 
the bad food then “Eddie” will get ill – do they believe you? This is an 
image for an old proverb which you will find in the Bible: “the parents 
have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth have been set on 
edge”. Get your proverb puzzlers to work again – what does this 
proverb mean? Basically it’s all about people who have done 
something wrong or stupid, and are suffering as a result, saying “it’s 
not my fault this has happened” – “it’s Mum’s fault”, “it’s his fault”, “I 
know it looks like it... but it really wasn’t me”!  

In the Bible the prophet Ezekiel tells the people who use this excuse 
that God says it won’t work anymore – they can’t go on blaming Mum 
and Dad when they themselves do things wrong – they have to take 
responsibility for their own actions.  

Sometimes we act like the people Ezekiel was talking to – we make 

September) 

• Yom Kippur ends 
(28 September)  

Black History Month 
(begins 1 October) 

http://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/


excuses about our behaviour and blame other people for something 
which was our fault. If we stop and think for a moment, we could 
probably remember when we have done something like that.  

Prayer suggestion  

A device which is sometimes used in church services is to set fire to 
scraps of paper which represent things they are trying to let go or burn 
out of their life. You may like to demonstrate this (safely) with a prayer 
such as the following:  

Dear Lord, We sometimes try to shift the blame onto other people 
when we have done something wrong. Help us to take responsibility 
for our own actions. Just like the fire burns up this paper, may we 
burn the bad things out of our lives and begin again, fresh and new.  

Amen  

Also this week you could look at some of the other proverbs in the 
Bible: you can find some assemblies on Proverbs on-line at 
http://www.stapleford-centre.org/resources/wisdom-for-worship  

 

 
4.10.2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Trinity Colour: Green Theme: Pressing on towards the prize 
Bible Reading Philippians 3.10-14 
Preparation  

Prepare a picture of a worm or put one in some soil in a jar. You may 
be able to create a PowerPoint of several appropriate pictures. If you 
have a real worm, you could use some of the activities at 
http://courses.kinderfarmhomeschool.com/become-a-wormologist/ 
or encourage EYFS / KS1 to become wormologists.  

Introduction  

Have you ever wondered what it must be like to be a worm? I don’t 
suppose you have. I want to tell you the story of Wilberforce the 
worm. Now, I’m not a wormologists but there are some things you 
need to know about Wilberforce.  

Wilberforce is an earth worm. He lives in the back garden just a few 
centimetres below the surface. In winter he burrows deeper into the 
soil to escape the frost. Wilberforce, like most worms; doesn’t like 
daylight but he does come to the surface at night. He lives on organic 
matter like dead leaves and vegetation.  
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The Message  

Wilberforce isn’t the only worm who lives in the garden. In fact, there 
are many members of his family happily chewing their way through 
the earth just below the surface of my lawn. Wilberforce’s favourite 
aunt is Winnie. It just so happened that last Thursday was Great Aunt 
Winnie’s tenth birthday. Believe it or not a few worms do live that 
long, and Great Aunt Winnie was one of them.  

The family planned to celebrate the old lady’s birthday with a party. 
Members of the family were invited from all over the garden and even 
some from next door. Wilberforce was determined to be there. But 
there was a problem. Great Aunt Winnie lived in a home for elderly 
worms at the very end of the garden. For Wilberforce this meant a 
very long and hard journey.  

It started badly as there was a very heavy shower of rain. Rain floods 
worm burrows and drives them to the surface. If this happens in 
daylight they often end up as breakfast for blackbirds. Wilberforce 
tunnelled his way just below the surface splashing through the 
rainwater which had soaked down. It was hard and muddy work, but 
Wilberforce was determined to press on.  

In the middle of the lawn was a small pond sunk about half a metre 
into the earth. Wilberforce found it when he crashed straight into the 
side. This was not good news – it was a long way around for a worm 
and it took a long time to get to the other side. Once again 
Wilberforce felt like giving up. As he chewed a couple of rotting leaves 
his determination returned. He would get to the party – nothing 
would stop him. I’m pleased to say he made it. Great Aunt Winnie was 
very delighted to see him.  

‘I think,’ she said, ‘you win the prize for keeping going.’  

Think together about occasions when you would have found it easy to 
give up, but you kept on going – it might be a race, or a difficult piece 
of schoolwork, it might be when you worked hard at trying to be 
someone’s friend.  

Saint Paul talked about keeping going and winning a very special prize 
– ‘the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.’ It would have 
been so easy for Paul to give up when he was on his many journeys 
preaching about Jesus, all kinds of terrible things happened to him – 
he was beaten  

 



up more than once, he was thrown into prison several times, and he 
was even ship-wrecked on his way to his trial in Rome. But nothing 
stopped Paul because he knew that nothing was as wonderful as 
knowing Jesus and following him. He went on sharing the message of 
Jesus right up to the very end.  

Prayer  

Heavenly Father, 
It’s very easy to give up when something difficult comes along. It’s 
much harder to keep going. Help us to remember how Jesus kept 
going even to the cross. When we want to give up, give us the 
strength to carry on. Amen.  

 

 
13.10.2021 

Trinity Colour: Green  

Theme: Changing lives  

Bible Reading Matthew chapter 22 verses 1-14 Parable of the 
Wedding Banquet  

Preparation  

You will need the front of the hall to look as if you are planning a party 
– cake or other nibbles, perhaps balloons etc. A member of staff to act 
as your secretary (or the school secretary herself would be even 
better). A pile of shawls, towels, tea towels etc which can be put 
round people’s shoulders (they are the “wedding garments”) and 
someone primed to reject the wedding garment.  

Introduction  

Explain you are just planning a celebration party for this assembly and 
are waiting for the guests to arrive. Enter into conversation with the 
secretary asking after different guests and when they are arriving – 
make the names ones children will recognise either from the local 
community or perhaps celebrities. Of course, each time you are told 
they are not coming, they have something better to do. Express your 
disappointment that they are missing this special occasion.  

The Message  

After a moment of thought, tell the secretary to find you some more 
guests to come and enjoy your cake etc. The secretary selects some of 
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the children and adults in the hall and leads them up. With each one 
you thank them for coming and ask them to wear their special shawl 
for the party. Tell them you are doing this because in Jesus’ time when 
you went to a special party like a big wedding you would always get a 
present of clothes to wear, and you thought it would be fun to do the 
same thing today. (You could even refer to the contemporary Indian 
custom of giving shawls or garlands to special guests.)  

Your primed person treats their shawl with disdain and throws it away 
while your back is turned.  

As you move round the group distributing cake you spot the person 
without a shawl. Tell them that it was very important that everyone 
who came to the party changed and wore their special shawls, and 
that because they have not got a shawl they cannot stay and have 
their piece of cake. Send them back to their place. (If any of the 
children imitate the adult and also deliberately throw off their shawl 
they must also be sent back to their place.)  

Explain how you have all been acting out a parable which Jesus told 
about a man who gave a big feast for his wedding. Recap the story. 
Remind the assembly that Jesus always told parable stories as a way 
of teaching something about God and ask what the message might be 
this time.  

God invites all of us to be his friends (come to his banquet), but there 
are some people who don’t want to accept his invitation and don’t 
come. Some people say “yes”, but they haven’t realised that being a 
friend of God means living the right way and following his teaching, so 
they slip back to their old ways of behaving, like the person who didn’t 
want to wear their shawl and wouldn’t join in. But God doesn’t give 
up, he wants everyone to be his friends and invites everyone in – it is 
up to us what happens next.  

Prayer  

`Father God, we thank you for the invitation to be your friend. Help us 
to listen to your teaching and think about our lives and work out what 
is important and what we should spend time doing. Help us to 
remember to make time in our lives to be with you. Amen  

This week you could also think about Jesus and wedding stories – you 
can find illustrations on-line to help you, or place them in a 
contemporary context e.g. the wedding at Cana – John Chp 2 vss  

 



1-11; the foolish bridesmaids – Matthew Chp 15 vss 1-13; taking the 
lowest place at the wedding party – Luke Chp 14 vss 7-11. 
Alternatively, you could tell stories of people whose lives have been 
changed by becoming Christians – these can easily be found by putting 
a phrase such as “famous British Christians” into Google, or by asking 
in some of your local community!  

Trinity 19 
Theme: Give to Caesar 
Bible Reading 
Matthew 22 v 15-22 (Use story version below) Preparation  

Two tables 
Two big boxes open at the top one on each table Wrapped in gift 
paper 
Labelled large and visibly God & Country respectively. Pieces of paper 
and marker pen and a table to write on.  

Give a child a large cut out coin 
On One side write God 
On the other side write Emperor Ask them to hold it until it is needed.  

Introduction  

Colour: Green  

 

Talk about how we sometimes have to make difficult choices – but 
what do we do when both decisions seem right? Sometimes the 
choice is not really important (e.g. Choosing between biscuits!) but 
sometimes it can be incredibly important (ask for examples e.g. 
choosing career).  

The Message  

Jesus had many followers, but some of the leaders of the Jews did not 
like the good things that Jesus was doing because he did not follow 
their rules exactly. One day a group of them came to Jesus and tried to 
catch him out with a trick question – they asked him to make a choice, 
and they knew whichever answer he gave they could use his choice to 
get him into trouble.  

They asked him, is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor or not?  



Now this may have seemed a strange question because paying taxes, 
that is money to help run the country, is not an unusual idea – all 
adults in this country pay taxes – you can ask your Mum or Dad about 
this when you get home! But the people who ruled Palestine when 
Jesus was alive were Romans who had invaded and taken over the 
country. The people of Palestine did not like being ruled by the 
Romans – and they certainly did not like paying taxes to them. 
What do you think Jesus should say?  

If he said to pay taxes to the Romans he was in trouble – people would 
not want to follow someone who told them to obey the hated enemy. 
If he said not to pay taxes to the Romans he was in trouble – he could 
be reported to the Romans as a troublemaker and arrested.  

Jesus said, Bring me coin  

(Ask Child to bring coin to the front)  

Ask the child to look at the coin 
What is on it ... two sides God / Emperor  

Jesus took the coin and showed it to the people  

(Hold up the coin and turn it round as you speak so the children can 
see the two sides)  

Jesus said  

Pay what belongs to the Emperor to the Emperor 
Pay what belongs to God to God. 
Reflection: I wonder what this means for us? 
We don’t have an Emperor but we do have a Country to which we 
belong.  

I want you to think quietly to yourself 
I wonder what! can do to help make the country we live in a good 
place to live?  

Pause for reflection.  

Now I want you to think to yourself 
I wonder what I sorts of things I can do for God  

I wonder what your ideas are ... Get a few children to share ideas  

As you ask a child 



Ask them to come to the front to share their idea. For speed as they 
share it ask them to write it down Ask them which box they want to 
put their idea in God or Country? 
Get the children to put their ideas into the boxes.  

Finally ask the children 
I wonder whether any of these things might go in both boxes.  

I wonder if it is ever hard to give to the country that you live in?  

I wonder if it is ever hard to give to God?  

I wonder what you do if giving to God and to your country do not fit 
together easily?  

Prayer  

God our Father 
Help us to look after the Country that we live in  

Help us to make it a good place to live. 
Help us to make the right choices in what we do.  

We pray for people who have hard choices. Help them to choose the 
right way  

We pray for people who may be in trouble or in prison 
because they find it hard to follow God and give to their Country. 
Amen  

Taking the theme further this week you could: look at some of the 
great Old Testament stories where people followed the instructions of 
God, sometimes in a way which saw them standing up to the political 
power of the day e.g. God’s call to Moses Exodus Chp 3 vss 1-14; 
Joshua leading an apparently weak army against Jericho Joshua Chp 6 
vss 1-20; and being alert for the voice of God I Samuel Chp 3 vss 1-10  

 

20.10.2021 
 

Harvest Festival This week 
Theme: Give to Caesar 
Bible Reading 
Matthew 22 v 15-22 (Use story version below) Preparation  

Two tables 
Two big boxes open at the top one on each table Wrapped in gift 
paper 

 
 

 
Anti-Slavery 
 

 
Anti-slavery 

 
Anti-slavery 

 • Anti-Slavery Day 
(18 October)  

• The Prophet 
Muhammad’s 
birthday (19 
October) 

International 
Stammering 

http://www.antislaveryday.com/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/prophet-birthday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/prophet-birthday
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/prophet-birthday
https://stamma.org/
https://stamma.org/


Labelled large and visibly God & Country respectively. Pieces of paper 
and marker pen and a table to write on.  

Give a child a large cut out coin 
On One side write God 
On the other side write Emperor Ask them to hold it until it is needed.  

Introduction  

Colour: Green  

 

Talk about how we sometimes have to make difficult choices – but 
what do we do when both decisions seem right? Sometimes the 
choice is not really important (e.g. Choosing between biscuits!) but 
sometimes it can be incredibly important (ask for examples e.g. 
choosing career).  

The Message  

Jesus had many followers, but some of the leaders of the Jews did not 
like the good things that Jesus was doing because he did not follow 
their rules exactly. One day a group of them came to Jesus and tried to 
catch him out with a trick question – they asked him to make a choice, 
and they knew whichever answer he gave they could use his choice to 
get him into trouble.  

They asked him, is it right to pay taxes to the Emperor or not?  

Now this may have seemed a strange question because paying taxes, 
that is money to help run the country, is not an unusual idea – all 
adults in this country pay taxes – you can ask your Mum or Dad about 
this when you get home! But the people who ruled Palestine when 
Jesus was alive were Romans who had invaded and taken over the 
country. The people of Palestine did not like being ruled by the 
Romans – and they certainly did not like paying taxes to them. 
What do you think Jesus should say?  

If he said to pay taxes to the Romans he was in trouble – people would 
not want to follow someone who told them to obey the hated enemy. 
If he said not to pay taxes to the Romans he was in trouble – he could 
be reported to the Romans as a troublemaker and arrested.  

Jesus said, Bring me coin  

Awareness Day (22 
October) 

https://stamma.org/


(Ask Child to bring coin to the front)  

Ask the child to look at the coin 
What is on it ... two sides God / Emperor  

Jesus took the coin and showed it to the people  

(Hold up the coin and turn it round as you speak so the children can 
see the two sides)  

Jesus said  

Pay what belongs to the Emperor to the Emperor 
Pay what belongs to God to God. 
Reflection: I wonder what this means for us? 
We don’t have an Emperor but we do have a Country to which we 
belong.  

I want you to think quietly to yourself 
I wonder what! can do to help make the country we live in a good 
place to live?  

Pause for reflection.  

Now I want you to think to yourself 
I wonder what I sorts of things I can do for God  

I wonder what your ideas are ... Get a few children to share ideas  

As you ask a child 
Ask them to come to the front to share their idea. For speed as they 
share it ask them to write it down Ask them which box they want to 
put their idea in God or Country? 
Get the children to put their ideas into the boxes.  

Finally ask the children 
I wonder whether any of these things might go in both boxes.  

I wonder if it is ever hard to give to the country that you live in?  

I wonder if it is ever hard to give to God?  

I wonder what you do if giving to God and to your country do not fit 
together easily?  



Prayer  

God our Father 
Help us to look after the Country that we live in  

Help us to make it a good place to live. 
Help us to make the right choices in what we do.  

We pray for people who have hard choices. Help them to choose the 
right way  

We pray for people who may be in trouble or in prison 
because they find it hard to follow God and give to their Country. 
Amen  

Taking the theme further this week you could: look at some of the 
great Old Testament stories where people followed the instructions of 
God, sometimes in a way which saw them standing up to the political 
power of the day e.g. God’s call to Moses Exodus Chp 3 vss 1-14; 
Joshua leading an apparently weak army against Jericho Joshua Chp 6 
vss 1-20; and being alert for the voice of God I Samuel Chp 3 vss 1-10  

 

 Half Term       

 

 
1.11.2021 

Green Theme: Choosing a Leader  

Bible Reading: I Thessalonians 2: 9-13  

Preparation  

The apostle Paul stayed in Thessalonica and established a church 
there before he was forced to leave because the Jews were jealous of 
the way he preached. He wrote to his Christian friends to encourage 
them, and to answer their questions. In this reading he reminds them 
of his own conduct among them, reminding them that he worked for 
his living as well as preaching, and showed them by example the sort 
of life they should be living as people who loved God.  

Introduction  

You might like to think about the sort of people we choose as leaders. 
If you have time, you could collect some pictures of people that we 
see as leaders - politicians, sports stars, pop stars, actors etc.  

  
Celebration
s of Light 

 
Celebrations of 
Light 

 
Celebrations of 
Light 

 
Celebrations of 
Light 

 • All Saints’ Day 
(1 November)  

• Diwali/Deepav
ali (4 
November) 

Guy Fawkes Day (5 
November) 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/all-saints-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/diwali
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/diwali
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/guy-fawkes-day


The message  

Shaun hated Tuesday afternoons. First of all they always had PE, and 
that was so embarrassing. As long as he could remember, he was the 
last person to be able to catch a ball, or balance or remember the 
steps of the dance. Even Rosie Jones could jump higher than him. If 
only it was summer, they could go swimming, which he loved - but it 
was only halfway through the Autumn term.  

But worse than any form of PE was what followed at the end of a 
Tuesday. All this term, ever since Mrs Pendleton had been their 
teacher, they had Talk Time - and Shaun hated it. Mrs Pendleton made 
them sit round in a circle, and they had to talk about things - 
sometimes they talked about how things that were happening in 
school; sometimes they found ways of making people feel special; 
sometimes they talked about 'issues'. It was all very interesting - but 
Mrs Pendleton spoilt it by making everyone say something.  

Shaun had lots of thoughts - but they didn't often come out right. It 
had always been the same, from his very first day at school. Now he 
had lots of friends in the class, but he rarely put up his hand to answer 
a question, and never offered for a speaking part in class assemblies 
or entertainments. Every time he knew he would have to speak, his 
tongue seemed to stick to the top of his mouth, and his tummy 
knotted up inside so that he thought he would be sick.  

The best time on a Tuesday, or indeed any day, was once the school 
day ended. Because of her work, Shaun's mum couldn't pick him up 
until 3.45. Somehow, he'd got into the habit of tidying up the 
classroom while Mrs Pendleton drank a cup of coffee and prepared 
some of the work for the next day. He didn't mind talking then, while 
he tidied up books or sharpened pencils.  

Today Mrs Pendleton was talking about leaders. What sort of person 
would you choose as a leader? James, who was top in almost every 
subject, felt that it ought to be someone who was very clever. Maria, 
who had family members all over the world, and was always flying 
somewhere, felt that the best leader was someone who understood 
the world. Oliver thought a leader ought to be a good sportsman. 
Jenna, who always had plenty of friends, felt that a leader should be 
someone who was popular. Shaun couldn't think of anything - but 
stuttered that it ought to be someone who could speak well. The class 
laughed at that point.  

 

'Well,' said Mrs Pendleton, 'what about work? Would your leader 
work as well?' Everyone thought that the leader should only do their 



special work, not anything else.  

Sometimes, in Talk Time, Mrs Pendleton talked about religious things, 
and she encouraged the children to think about how their thoughts 
fitted in with their faith. 
'Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the greatest leader of all.' she 
said. 'He taught that you couldn't be a leader without being a servant. 
She went on to tell the class all about the apostle Paul. Even though 
he was one of the most important followers of Jesus Christ (an 
apostle), he always remembered Jesus' words about being a servant. 
Paul was a tentmaker by trade, and, although he travelled all over the 
Roman empire telling people about Jesus, he didn't expect other 
people to pay for his food or his lodging. He usually worked as a 
tentmaker as well as telling people about God's love.  

At the end of Talk Time, Mrs Pendleton announced that the class 
would have to choose a Class Captain, who would also represent the 
class on the School Council. Everyone was quiet for a moment. James 
really felt it ought to be him. Oliver was already captain of the football 
and cricket team and realised that being captain could be quite hard 
work.  

Suddenly Eleanor piped up, 'I know who should be Class Captain, Mrs 
Pendleton. 
'Yes, Eleanor' encouraged the teacher. 
'It should be Shaun... when I was so upset because Mum was ill, and 
wouldn't tell you, he helped me.' 
'You remember when I fell over doing the high jump, and bruised 
myself, ' Rosie interjected. The rest of the class tried hard not to laugh, 
because they remembered very well. ' Well, I was really embarrassed, 
and never wanted to do sports again, but Shaun came and sat with 
me, and reminded me of all the things that he'd done wrong in PE - 
and then he entered the high jump competition, just so I wouldn't 
come last!' 
' Yes,' said Aleksy, ' and when I first came here, and couldn't speak 
English properly, he always listened to me and encouraged me.' 
'And when I'm rushing to be off with my friends, he helps clear up my 
base,' added Jenna. 
'When I had to write that story for the competition - you know, the 
one I won,' James contributed ' he made sure that all my pencils were 
sharp.'  

One by one, all the class thought of a time when Shaun had listened to 
them, or helped them, or made sure they had the things they needed. 
'Yes,' nodded Mrs Pendleton ' and at the end of the day, Shaun comes 
up with some really good ideas about things we can do, or what would 
make the classroom better. I think you've made a really good choice.'  



Shaun hardly knew what to say, apart from thanking everyone, and 
promising to continue to listen to them, to help them, and to find a 
way of speaking up for them, even if it was going to be hard.  

Time to reflect:  

What kind of leader would we be if we were chosen? Here is the 
prayer of St Francis again - Listen carefully to the words of the prayer 
and the afterwards we shall think about the special and important 
things it tells us about being a leader. St Francis' Day was 4th October, 
we have used this prayer several times this term.  

Prayer of St Francis of Assisi  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let 
me sow love: where there is injury, pardon: 
where there is doubt, faith:  

where there is darkness, light: where there is despair, hope, and 
where there is sadness, joy.  

Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen  

Also, this week -there are several stories about choosing leaders in the 
Bible, which show different qualities, e.g.: David- I Samuel chp 16 vss 
1-13; Gideon - Judges chp 6 vss 33-40; the temptations of Jesus and 
the wrong way to become a leader - Matthew chp 4 vss 1-11  

 

 
8.11.2021 

3
rd Sunday Before Advent Colour: Green  

The preceding Sunday is actually Remembrance Sunday and the 
centenary of the Armistice which ended the First World War. 
Undoubtedly your parish church will have held a Remembrance 
Service, rather than used the readings for the Third Sunday before 
Advent - but we assume that you will have actually held your own 
special act of worship for this last week, rather than the week to come.  

  
Peace 

 
Peace 

 
Remembrance 

 
Peace 

  

• World Science 
Day (10 
November)  

• Armistice/Re
membrance 
Day (11 
November) 

World Diabetes 
Day (14 
November) 
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Theme: Get Ready to Get Ready  

Bible Readings: Mark 1.14-20 
Preparation 
To find a picture for this assembly go to 
www.textweek.com/art/calling_disciples.htm  

There are many well-known paintings of Jesus calling the fisherman 
and you can find a number of them through this website. You may like 
to choose one which reflects a style of art which some of your pupils 
are currently studying.  

Half term is over, the leaves are falling from the trees, the nights are 
dark, and midwinter suddenly seems to be approaching fast. And with 
midwinter comes Jesus, as the Christchild, born in Bethlehem. We 
start to get ready for Christmas and in the Church, we enter the 
Kingdom season, the time when we prepare to prepare, for if Advent 
is the time when we prepare for the coming of Christ, in the Kingdom 
season we get ready for Advent.  

It begins with All Saints Day on 1st November and All Souls Day on 
2nd, when we remember those who have gone before us, then the 
church colour changes to red as we reflect on what the Kingdom of 
God, where Jesus comes as king, might require of us. And one of those 
things may be Repentance, confronting the fact that we need to give 
up our addiction to what is selfish or bad, and be prepared to change. 
The short Bible readings set for this week is about this.  

The Story  

I wonder if anyone can think of a way that they have changed 
recently? Just think on your own for a minute: is there a way in which 
you have personally (physically) changed recently? Would anyone like 
to share what they have thought of with everyone else. You don't 
have to share what you have thought of, but if you would like to 
share, we shall be interested. (Accept and celebrate all offerings: lost 
teeth, haircuts, new family members, bigger shoes etc. whatever is 
offered.)  

We are going to hear a short story from the Bible in which people 
change. Listen carefully to the story from St Mark's Gospel in the New 
Testament and see if you can hear in what way the people changed. If 
you listen really hard, you might notice what it is. Let's listen very 
carefully together.  

Read from the New Testament (or a bible story book) , St Mark's 



Gospel Chapter 1, verses 14-20.  

After the reading discuss what you heard. There were six people in the 
story. Can we work out who they were? (You may want to note down 
the names on a board.) Four of them did the same thing which 
involved a big change - what was it?  

And at the beginning of the story, we hear about Jesus telling people 
who were listening to him speaking, to do something. Can anyone 
remember what it was? (If no one can remember, or even if they can, 
it may be helpful to re-read the few words at the beginning of the 
Gospel passage: 'Jesus proclaimed the Gospel from God saying, "The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent and 
believe the Gospel."') I wonder what the word 'Repent' could mean? 
Would anyone like to try and explain for us.  

 

Repent means to be sorry about bad things we have done; to regret 
having done something; to want to do things better. I wonder if there 
are things that you might want to repent of, things that you are sorry 
about? Sit quietly for a moment and see if you can think of anything. 
You don't need to share this with anyone else - it is just your own 
private thought. You may like to think, as well, how you might do this.  

At this time of the year, as we being to think about Christmas getting 
closer, and remember about Jesus coming into the world, Christians 
start to prepare for the coming of Jesus as a baby (the Incarnation). 
And one of the things they try to do to get ready, is to do what Jesus 
told people when he grew up, they try to repent. To think what they 
have done wrong, to say sorry, repent and follow Jesus a bit more 
closely. The four fishermen changed their life completely: they left 
their jobs and went to follow Jesus as his closest friends. But we can 
all change a bit and try to be better people.  

Prayer  

You may like to turn out the lights before you light four candles to 
remind you of the four fishermen, Simon and Andrew, James and 
John.  

Be still, look at the candles and let them remind you that Jesus came 
into the world like a light to show us the way. Listen to the words of 
the prayer and say Amen if you would like to, to make it your prayer.  

Loving God, 
you care dearly for each of us. 



Be close to us, 
help us to know what is right, 
and to turn away from what is wrong 
so that we, too, can shine as your lights in the world. Amen  

Also, this week you could look at the call of some of the other disciples 
or people who followed Jesus e.g. Levi (aka Matthew) Luke 5: 27-32; 
Zacchaeus Luke 19:1-10; Saul / Paul Acts 9;  

 

 
15.11.2021 

 2nd Sunday Before Advent Colour Green Theme: Special Talents (The 
parable of the talents)  

Reading: Matthew chapter 25 verses 14-30  

Preparation  

This is one of the most famous of Jesus' parables - in fact if you 
"google" it you will find several versions of this assembly story online.  

If you think "The Apprentice" TV programme might be familiar to your 
pupils, then it would be apt to make links across to this and perhaps 
tell the story in this way - you could use some shots from the TV 
programme.  

Introduction  

Ask the pupils to put their hand up if they have a special talent. - really 
you should have everyone with their hands up at this stage because 
each one of us does have a special gift, whether it is an innate skill or 
what might be called a character trait. Encourage pupils to put up 
their hand a second time, this time if they can tell you what talent 
someone else in the room has and take a few examples.  

The Message  

Jesus told a parable about people and talents - when he told the story 
a "talent" was actually a large amount of money - it would be about 
£400,000 in money today.  

Jesus's story was about a rich businessman who had to go away for a 
long period and left his key executives in charge of his business. He 
divided the money up that he had and told them he expected them to 
work hard and make plenty more money for him while he was away.  

He gave his top man £2,000,000 (5 talents) to work with, then he gave 

The Talents Keeping 
Safe 

Feeling Safe What is bullying  
How to feel safe 

Stay Safe   

• Road Safety 
Week (begins 
15 November)  

• Anti-Bullying 
Week (begins 
15 November) 

• Birthday of 
Guru Nanak 
Jayanti (19 
November) 

World Children’s 
Day (20 
November) 

http://www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk/
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http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day


one of the other members of the team £800,000 (2 talents) and then 
finally the last of his officers was sent off with just £400,000 (1 talent).  

Now the businessman expected when he came back after his business 
trip that his team would have been working hard to help his business 
grow. He was delighted to find out that the first two of his executives 
had both doubled their money (ask the children to do the maths) and 
so he gave them a well-earned promotion. However, when he asked 
the last man what he had done with the money, he was shocked to 
find that the answer was "nothing" - in fact the man had been so 
scared of his boss that he had hid the money under his bed to keep it 
safe. The boss was furious with how stupid his worker had been "Even 
if you were that worried" he said "You could have put the money in 
the bank and then it would have earned some interest!". "You're 
fired! The boss then took the £400,000 and gave it to his top executive 
as a bonus.  

So how does this story help us think about our own talents? You may 
like to see if the pupils can interpret it or make suggestions. It tells us 
that we must use our talents and not hide them away or neglect them 
- they are a gift given to us by God and should be nurtured. We 
shouldn't give up just because we look at someone else and think "they 
are more talented than I am" - if you like to sing, join a choir - you 
don't have to be a TV star etc.  

Prayer  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gifts and talents that you have 
given us, may we use them well and enjoy them, and through them 
bring pleasure and help to others. Amen  

You could use the acts of worship this week to share some other 
parable stories - some stories turn up frequently in school worship - 
such as the Good Samaritan - while others don't get heard at all. There 
are lists online to help you.  

 
 
 

Theme: Why are we waiting?  

Bible Reading: Mark chapter 13 verses 32-36  

Preparation  

This assembly needs two leaders, one must be the headteacher (or 



someone who regularly leads collective worship in the school), the 
other should be someone whom the pupils have not seen take 
collective worship before, perhaps an LSA or the school secretary 
might like to take this on! If the scenario seems a little farfetched for 
your school, then you could tell a story with a similar moral.  

Introduction  

At the beginning of the assembly the "other" adult should be standing 
at the front of the hall as the children come in. She should be clearly 
clutching a sheet of instructions on what to do (something with 
"Assembly Instructions" on it in large letters). Once everyone has 
settled, she should explain that the head has been called away and 
has asked her to stand-in and take assembly. However she is not at all 
sure what she should be doing and needs some advice from the 
children about what to do next. Take suggestions from the pupils as to 
the best way to proceed. The inexperienced leader should block any 
suggestions made "I haven't got a storybook...", "I'm not very good at 
singing, do we have to sing" , "I can't read the writing in the 
instructions...". Any other adults present who normally lead worship 
must be prepared to refuse help or perhaps give unhelpful advice.  

Once the point has been made that the stand-in leader is not coping 
very well (and before the assembly deteriorates into anarchy!) it is 
time for the head to make a sudden entrance. As this is supposed to 
be unexpected, the more dramatic this can be the better!  

The head should ask some of the pupils how much of the assembly 
has already taken place, and whether the substitute is doing well. 
Once the head "realises" things have gone wrong, they should express 
their disappointment to the other leader and ask why they didn't 
follow the instructions and do their job properly. The substitute leader 
should look suitably ashamed and apologise.  

The Message  

This is probably the point at which to explain that all which has gone 
before has been acting, and give the substitute leader a round of 
applause, before their credibility is totally destroyed!  

The head then carries on with the assembly.  

What was acted out is similar to a story Jesus told. The story is about a 
man who went away on a very long journey. He was a rich man and 
had a lot of servants, and before he went away, he spoke to each of 
the servants and told them exactly what he wanted them to do while 
he was away. The servants had no idea which day, or what time of 
day, their master would be coming back - so what do you think would 



be the best thing they could do?  

The answer must be to follow the instructions they had been given 
and behave all the time as if they were expecting the master to walk 
through the door and ask what they were doing. This is what the other 
worship leader should have done today - she had been given clear 
instructions and had them explained to her and should have been able 
to cope very well.  

We remember this story of Jesus at this time of the year, because it is 
really a story about Jesus coming back; Jesus is the rich man in the 
story, and the servants are us. Christians believe that Jesus will return 
to earth at the end of time, but they have no idea when this will be, so 
this is why they try to live their lives as if Jesus was going to appear at 
any minute and ask them what they have been doing.  

 

Sunday was the first Sunday in Advent. The word Advent means a time 
of looking forward to the coming of Jesus. What special day happens 
at the end of Advent when Jesus' coming as a baby is remembered? 
(Christmas - you may like to talk with the children here about some of 
the things the school will be doing to celebrate this coming, such as 
carol services & nativity plays.) So right now Christians are looking 
forward to celebrating the coming of Jesus as a baby, but also thinking 
about his coming back again.  

Prayer  

Pray that as we look forward to Christmas, we may remember that we 
are celebrating the coming of Jesus, not just looking forward to 
presents for ourselves.  

You may like to use some of the Barnabas in Schools materials to help 
introduce Advent this week e.g. 
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/advent-introducing- 
advent/ and http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/advent-and-
christmas-support-material/  

 

22.11.2021  Sunday Before Advent Colour: Green Christ the King Theme: King of 
the World 
Bible Reading Jeremiah chapter 23 verses 1-6 
Preparation  

You need some crown shapes cut out of paper or card, large enough 
to write on. You may like to turn these into part of a display, so they 
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could be made as a paperchain, or perhaps pegged on a washing line.  

You may like to use the song “If I ruled the world” as your entrance or 
exit music, if you have a recording readily available.  

Introduction  

By now you are probably on a countdown to Christmas and can tell 
how many days it is to go – but can you tell how many days it is to 
New Year? Collect answers.  

Not everyone uses a calendar which begins on 1st January; if you are a 

Muslim then your New Year’s Day was on 3rd October (Al-Hijra), or if 
you are a Hindu then you also had your New Year a few weeks ago on 

30th October when Divali began. For Christians the Church’s New Year 
begins next Sunday (Advent Sunday – four Sundays before Christmas – 

this year 27th November), so there are actually only *** days to go 
before we could wish each other “Happy New Year”.  

The Message  

In churches the last Sunday of the old year has several special names. 
One of these is “Christ the King” and all the different readings from 
the Bible that are used tell how God is going to send new rulers who 
will look after His people better than the old ones, and that for 
Christians this is Christ the King.  

What would we do if we were made king or queen of the world for the 
day? What are the laws we would make? What would we tell people 
to do to make the world a better or nicer place for everyone? Collect 
suggestions from the assembly and discuss them together. Write key 
words on your paper crowns.  

In a sense these ideas that have been offered by the children are also 
New Year Resolutions for the world. As (unfortunately) none of them 
are going to get the chance to really be king of the world, they are not 
likely to be able to put them into operation on a global scale. 
However, there may be equivalents you can think of on a school or 
classroom scenario, and you can ask the children how, for example, 
“world peace” translates into something they can do in their own 
lives. It is no good hoping or praying for things to be made right or 
sorted out by other people if we are not each prepared to look at the 
way we operate in our own little worlds!  

Prayer  



As you celebrate this assembly unhappily there is sure to be fighting 
somewhere in the world, so prayers for a world which reflects the 
words you have on your crowns seems very appropriate.  

 

Alternatively, another name for the last Sunday of the Christian Year is 
“Stir-up Sunday”. This name comes from the post communion prayer 
which is used in the Eucharist on this Sunday, and which housewives 
traditionally are said to take as an indication to get busy “stirring-up” 
the Christmas pudding so that it is ready in time for the celebrations. 
You might like to use a version of the prayer such as the one below:  

Stir us up Lord, so that we may do things which are right and good to 
the benefit of all mankind, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen  

The actual words are: Stir up, we beseech thee, O lord, the wills of thy 
faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen  

Taking the theme further this week you could: look at some of the 
parable stories Jesus told about kings and rulers – they show what 
kind of king God is, and what He expects of His people e.g. the parable 
of the unforgiving debtor Matthew Chp 18 vss 23-35; the labourers in 
the vineyard Matthew Chp 20 vss 1-16; the talents Matthew Chp 25 
vss 14-30  

 

29.11.2021 Advent 1 Colour: Purple Theme: Why are we waiting?  

Bible Reading: Mark chapter 13 verses 32-36  

Preparation  

This assembly needs two leaders, one must be the headteacher (or 
someone who regularly leads collective worship in the school), the 
other should be someone whom the pupils have not seen take 
collective worship before, perhaps an LSA or the school secretary 
might like to take this on! If the scenario seems a little farfetched for 
your school, then you could tell a story with a similar moral.  

Introduction  

At the beginning of the assembly the "other" adult should be standing 
at the front of the hall as the children come in. She should be clearly 
clutching a sheet of instructions on what to do (something with 
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"Assembly Instructions" on it in large letters). Once everyone has 
settled, she should explain that the head has been called away and 
has asked her to stand-in and take assembly. However she is not at all 
sure what she should be doing and needs some advice from the 
children about what to do next. Take suggestions from the pupils as to 
the best way to proceed. The inexperienced leader should block any 
suggestions made "I haven't got a storybook...", "I'm not very good at 
singing, do we have to sing" , "I can't read the writing in the 
instructions...". Any other adults present who normally lead worship 
must be prepared to refuse help or perhaps give unhelpful advice.  

Once the point has been made that the stand-in leader is not coping 
very well (and before the assembly deteriorates into anarchy!) it is 
time for the head to make a sudden entrance. As this is supposed to 
be unexpected, the more dramatic this can be the better!  

The head should ask some of the pupils how much of the assembly 
has already taken place, and whether the substitute is doing well. 
Once the head "realises" things have gone wrong, they should express 
their disappointment to the other leader and ask why they didn't 
follow the instructions and do their job properly. The substitute leader 
should look suitably ashamed and apologise.  

The Message  

This is probably the point at which to explain that all which has gone 
before has been acting, and give the substitute leader a round of 
applause, before their credibility is totally destroyed!  

The head then carries on with the assembly.  

What was acted out is similar to a story Jesus told. The story is about a 
man who went away on a very long journey. He was a rich man and 
had a lot of servants, and before he went away, he spoke to each of 
the servants and told them exactly what he wanted them to do while 
he was away. The servants had no idea which day, or what time of 
day, their master would be coming back - so what do you think would 
be the best thing they could do?  

The answer must be to follow the instructions they had been given 
and behave all the time as if they were expecting the master to walk 
through the door and ask what they were doing. This is what the other 
worship leader should have done today - she had been given clear 
instructions and had them explained to her and should have been able 
to cope very well.  

We remember this story of Jesus at this time of the year, because it is 
really a story about Jesus coming back; Jesus is the rich man in the 

December) 



story, and the servants are us. Christians believe that Jesus will return 
to earth at the end of time, but they have no idea when this will be, so 
this is why they try to live their lives as if Jesus was going to appear at 
any minute and ask them what they have been doing.  

 

Sunday was the first Sunday in Advent. The word Advent means a time 
of looking forward to the coming of Jesus. What special day happens 
at the end of Advent when Jesus' coming as a baby is remembered? 
(Christmas - you may like to talk with the children here about some of 
the things the school will be doing to celebrate this coming, such as 
carol services & nativity plays.) So right now Christians are looking 
forward to celebrating the coming of Jesus as a baby, but also thinking 
about his coming back again.  

Prayer  

Pray that as we look forward to Christmas, we may remember that we 
are celebrating the coming of Jesus, not just looking forward to 
presents for ourselves.  

You may like to use some of the Barnabas in Schools materials to help 
introduce Advent this week e.g. 
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/advent-introducing- 
advent/ and http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/advent-and-
christmas-support-material/  

 

6.12.2021 Advent 2 Colour: Purple Theme: Peace  

Bible Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10 - selected verses Preparation  

Bible background: The Old Testament reading from Isaiah is one of 
the many beautiful and familiar passages from the Hebrew Bible or 
Old Testament used by Christian people in the season of Advent as 
they look forward to the coming of Jesus as a baby in Bethlehem. The 
image of peace which it portrays is particularly poignant and timely.  

If you have plenty of preparation time (and probably children to help 
you) make some simple animal face masks: a face on a sheet of A4 
card of a relevant colour to be held with a drinking straw stuck on with 
sellotape: grey for a wolf, white for a lamb, spotted for a leopard, 
black for a goat kid, black and white for a calf, yellow for a lion and 
brown for a bear. These should be of an adequate size for young 
children simply to hold in front of their faces. If you are really 
enthusiastic you could even, make a couple of snakes. Alternatively 
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you may wish to use photographs / drawings, or animal toys.  

Introduction  

This is the second week of Advent and the Bible reading this week is 
from the Old Testament. It describes one person's vision of a world 
where there is great peace.  

Sing a song about peace in the world. Choose your own or try Make 
me a channel of your 
peace (Come and Praise 149) The Pollen of Peace (Come and Praise 
145) Peace is flowing like a river (Come and Praise 144)  

Message  

Invite or select some of the youngest children to come and choose an 
animal to represent by holding up a mask. Line them up looking at 
everyone and identify together what each animal is. Say that you 
would like to pair up the animals to share territory together and ask 
for suggestions about suitable pairings: warn people that this will be 
quite a hard task, but it is important that it is done. Stand the 
suggested pairs of animals together. What problems do you foresee 
from these arrangements?  

Remind people that this is the season of Advent when the church and 
Christian people prepare for the coming of Jesus as a baby in 
Bethlehem. However, it is not just today that people prepare for this 
coming.  

Long ago, in the days when the Bible was being written down, the 
Jewish people lived through terrible times of war and destruction. 
Sometimes there were battles and sometimes people were rounded 
up and taken away from their land to live as slaves or exiles in the 
lands of their enemies. They longed for peace and safety and they 
prayed for a saviour who would rescue them. Their writers who were 
poets and prophets often wrote down their hopes about the Saviour, 
sometimes the called him 'the Messiah' and they tried to write down 
what they thought he might be like and how the world would be when 
they were rescued. One of the Prophets was Isaiah. His writing was 
especially beautiful, and we often hear it read in this time as we 
prepared for Christmas.  

Listen to these words and look at the animals. Listen very carefully to 
Isaiah's words because then we are going to re-arrange the pairs of 
animals.  

A new king will arise from among David's descendants. The Spirit of 



the Lord will give him wisdom, and the knowledge and skill to rule his 
people. He will judge the poor fairly and defend the rights of the 
helpless. He will rule his people with justice and integrity. Wolves and 
sheep will live together in  

 

peace, and leopards will lie down with young goats. Calves and lion 
cubs will feed together, and little children will take care of them. Cows 
and bears will eat together, and their calves and cubs will lie down in 
peace. Lions will eat straw as cattle do. Even a baby will not be 
harmed if it plays near a poisonous snake.  

Now rearrange the pairs of animals, remembering the description in 
Isaiah's prophecy.  

Isaiah and the people for whom he was writing really longed for 
peace. They knew that it would be very wonderful, but they couldn't 
really imagine how it would come. So they used pictures and poems to 
describe what they hoped it would be like.  

Today in our world we need peace just as desperately. We need 
people to love and help each other, instead of frightening and fighting 
each other. We need this in the whole world, and in each community. 
It will be like a world where wolves and sheep live together, and 
leopards and goats. It will be a world where there is no more hating 
and no more hunger: a world where people help each other.  

That is the world that Jesus, the Saviour and the Messiah came to help 
us build. And we each need to hope that we can play our part in 
building that world and pray for the grownups who are trying to do 
that now in the many parts of the world where there is war and 
hatred.  

Prayer  

O Lord, come among us with your great power and help us, so that 
when our sins seem to stop us doing your good work, we will know 
you are there to support us; through Christ our Lord, who came as a 
baby in Bethlehem, yet rules for ever in heaven. Amen  

Taking the theme further this week you could: continue with the theme 
of changing the world to be like God’s kingdom, using a focus of the 
Beatitudes Matthew chp 5 vss 1-12  

 



13.12.2021  Advent 3 Colour: Purple  

Theme: God’s Messenger Bible reading John 1: 6-8  

Preparation It’s too near Christmas to have to gather lots of props 
together! However, in telling the introduction stories, you might like 
to utilize your miming skills, particularly if there are younger children 
present.  

Introduction  

Imagine a race – the runners have been running for 25 minutes. They 
are all closely grouped behind one man who has been leading for the 
last 22 minutes. There are only three laps left. One of the runners 
starts to lengthen his stride and quicken his pace. He takes the lead 
and widens the gap between himself and the rest of the group. One or 
two others take up the challenge and follow him, and the last three 
laps are run at a faster pace. The runner who was leading appears to 
give up, and to slip down the field to almost last place. This runner has 
been used as a ‘pace setter’ – to keep the runners to a steady pace, so 
that they can run the last laps really fast. Sometimes it is decided 
through team tactics, sometimes the other runners make an unspoken 
decision to let this particular runner do all the hard work at the 
beginning, and then take over. The pace setter prepares the way for 
the stronger runners.  

Or imagine a film set. One actor has been standing in place for what 
seems like hours, moving this way or that, going through the 
movements of their scene, whilst camera operators look at lighting. 
There is something familiar about the actor – her hair colour, her size, 
the way she is standing. Then the director decides everything is 
perfect and filming can begin. Suddenly the actor we were looking at 
goes off and on comes another actor, in the same clothes. But this 
actor is famous, a household name. ‘ Of course’ the light dawns ‘ the 
first actor looked just like this person’ – but now we see her we can 
see all the differences as well. The first actor was a stand-in – 
someone who is similar to the real actor. Stand-ins do all the standing 
about that camera crews and other people involved in the making of 
the film need to get all the lights and scenery ready. Once this is all 
sorted out the main actor can come on and start acting. The stand-in 
prepares the way for the main actor.  

• Hands up if you would like to be a pace setter? And if you 
would like to be the winner of the race?  

• Hands up if you would like to be a stand-in? And if you 
would like to be the film star?  

Not many people will remember the name of the pace setter 
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in a race, or the stand-in for a film, but their jobs are very 
important. Without them, the race might be too slow and 
unexciting, or the film star would be so tired from standing 
around that they couldn’t act as well as usual. They both 
prepare the way for others to be able to shine. Preparing the 
way can be a very important task.  

The message  

John had always been a special baby. (If the story of John’s 
birth was told last week, remind children of that. If it has not 
been told, briefly tell the story. Elizabeth and Zechariah 
wanted children but had been unable to have any and now 
were old. Zechariah, as a priest in the temple, was chosen to 
burn incense on the altar, in the most holy place. Whilst he 
was there, he was visited by an angel who told him that his 
wife would have a baby who would prepare the way for the 
Lord. The baby was to be called John. Zechariah clearly did 
not quite believe this, and the angel made him unable to 
speak. In due course, Elizabeth became pregnant, and gave 
birth to a son. When it was time to name him, no one would 
believe Elizabeth when she said his name was  

 

to be John, so they asked Zechariah. As soon as he wrote that the 
baby’s name was to be John, he was able to talk again. Everyone 
praised God and wondered what would happen to this baby.)  

As time went on, it became clear just how special John was. He lived a 
much simpler life than everyone around him, and finally went to live 
outside the towns. Instead of making everyone laugh, he told them 
that they needed to repent, to say sorry to God for all the things they 
had done that were not loving to God and one another. You wouldn’t 
think telling people they were wrong would be very popular, yet lots 
of people came to visit John, and many were baptised as a sign that 
they wanted to live their lives in a new, more loving way.  

Some people wondered whether John was the special person they 
were all expecting – the Messiah, God’s promised one.  

John always knew that his specialness was not about being the 
Messiah, God’s promised one. When the angel visited Zechariah, the 
angel said that John’s role was to prepare people for the Messiah. 
When John spoke to people, he reminded them about how important 
God was, and how God was concerned with the way they lived their 
lives. John knew that his job was to prepare people for Jesus, so that 



 
 
 
 
 

everyone might recognise that Jesus was the Light of the world.  

The Bible says of John ‘God sent his messenger, a man named John, 
who came to tell people about the light, so that all should hear his 
message and believe. He himself was not the light; he came to tell 
about the light.’ John always knew Jesus was the most important 
person ever, for he said about Jesus ‘ I am not good enough to untie 
his sandals.’  

John didn’t worry that he wasn’t the main character in this story. For 
him, the most important thing was that God had sent him to do a job 
of preparing the way, of making things ready. He wanted to do that as 
well as he could. 
As we get ready to welcome Jesus at Christmas time, let us remember 
that it is not important to be the best at everything. What is important 
is to love God more than anything else.  

Prayer  

(This could start with lighting the third Advent candle, if you have an 
Advent wreath). 
Let us remember that John’s love of God, and how John was happy to 
be the person who prepared the way for Jesus. 
Let us ask God that we might love him too, and be happy to do 
whatever God wants us to do.  

This week you can tell more of the stories about John the Baptist – his 
work preparing the way for Jesus and calling people to change their 
lives. You may or may not wish to also mention his death.  

 

 

20.12.2021 Carol Service 

Christmas at Church 

 

 

 

      


